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Introduction

Inferno

Inferno

Portability across processors:
Intel SPARC MIPS PowerPC ARM(Thumb )

SH3 SH4

Portability across environments:
OS Windows Linux Unix VM

InternetExplore NetScape
Inferno

Distributed design:

Dynamic adaptability:

Portable Applications:

Inferno
LIMBO
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Host operating systems:

Windows NT, 2000, 9x, Me

Windows Internet Explorer (as plug-in)
Solaris

Linux

HP/UX

Irix

Plan 9

Native platforms:

Brightstar Engineering ipEngine (PowerPC MPC823)
Compag iPAQ (SA1110)

Intel x86

Intrinsyc Cerfcube (SA1110)

Javastation 1 (SPARC)

Motorola 8xx FADS development boards (PowerPC)
Various Intel StrongARM development boards

Supported processors:
ARM/StrongARM/Thumb
IBM/Motorola PowerPC
Intel x86

MIPS

Sun SPARC

SH3(*1)

SH4(*2)

Encryption algorithms:
40, 128, 256 bit RC4

56 bit DES

IDEA

Secure hash algorithms:
MD4
MD5
SHA

RAM requirements:

small system: 1IMB ROM, 1MB RAM
medium-sized system 4MB RAM
with web browser 16MB RAM

Devices:
Audio
Ethernet
Flash
Graphics
Touchscreen
USB
802.11b

12
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Limbo language features:
C-like syntax
Statically typed
Dynamically loaded modules
Garbage collected
Safe pointers
Readable, pascal-like, declaration syntax
Primitive types:
byte (8-bit unsigned)
int (32-bit, signed)
big (64-bit, signed)
real (64-bit IEEE floating point)
list
array (with subarray slices)
string (first class, by-value)
tuple (combination of arbitrary types)
channel (inter-thread communication)
adt (like C struct)
pick (discriminated union type)
module
Unicode/UTF-8 integrated
"Just-in-time" compilation
Concise and efficient

System architecture:

Resources as files

Styx protocol to distribute files

User level file servers

Cheap processes

Highly portable, well-structured kernel

License:

1-year subscription provides:
complete source code
unlimited commercial use
email support

Free binary download
Applications are open source

Libraries:

Math, linear algrebra, FFTS
Limbo/Tk graphics

Profiling

Software:

Small, SSL & Javascript 1.1 capable web browser
Acme IDE

Graphical debugger

Programmable, extensible shell
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